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ing the Oaths of many Weavers who have PraQtiſed it many Years befo 
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The CASE of all the VVEAVERS of. 


ENG LAND. except fone few rhar are 
oyned with the Lateſtring-Company. 


p Hat none but Merchants, Mereezrs; and two or three Weavers, were at fir{t In- 
: corporated by the Name ot che Luteſtring-Company, and they to inſnare all 
other Weavers, iaticed ſuch as they could prevail with, to joyn with them ; 
6nd having,as they pretend, ſome Writing or Infirument under the Hands and Seals of 
me of the Maſters and Aſſiſtants of the Company of Loxdoz Weavers, would have 
all Weavers concluded by 1t. >: ED BS 
Ard under colour of hindering the Sale of ſuch Alamodes and Luteſtrings, as might 
Clandeſtihnely and Illegally be Imported from Frame, the Luteſtring Company 
ubtained from the laſt! Parliament, at the cloſe of the Seſhons, a Clauſe to be 
inſerted in the Coal-AQ, whereby it is Prohibited under the Penalty of a Hundred 
Pound, to ſell any of thoſe fort ot Silks, unleſs they are firſt Marked and Sealed wir!t 
the Mark and Lead uſed at the Cuſtom-Houſe for Forreign Goods ; or the Mark and 
Lead uſed by the Luteſtring Company for the Silks of their own making. 
It manifeſtly appears, that by this Clauſe, it is not the Importation of Frezch Goods 
that is Prevented, butthe ſelling of rhoſe of the ſame Nature which are made at home ; 
for notwithſtanding that'the Making ſuch Silks is not Prohibited, their Sale is,there he- 
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| 1g no place provided where our own Weavers can'Mark them when made. 


By this Clauſe, they have as plainly Eftabliſhed a Monopoly in favour of their own 
Company, and they are at this time, by Virtue of it, Proſecuting in the Excheguer a 
great number of Weavers, who have all along for theſe many years laſt paſt, made 
theſe ſorts of Silks in England, and that only, becauſe the Silks they fold (which were 
made by them in England) were not Marked with the aforeſaid Marks, tho? it was im- 
poſſible for the Weavers to get the Seal of the pag that being only for For- 
reign Gocds ; and the Luteftring Company refuſed to Seal them with their Seal, when 
they were deſired ſo to do. : RS gon 

'{ his Abuſe is intolerable, and more miſchievous than can be eafily either Expreſſed; 
or Concerved. Sins, - 

It hinders Multjtudes of Men from getting their Livelyhoods by their Lawful Trades; 

which is againſt ; R-aſon of all Laws, and the very Foundations of Society. 
| lr puts the Subjects of Exglard intoa worſe Condition than Strangers, fince the ſame 
Silks being made in all Forreign Parts (France excepted) may be fold here ſafely, but 
thoſe that areaQtually made in Ezg/azd, can neither be bought, nor ſold, without in- 
curring fo great a Penalty. —_ 
Beſides the ManufaQuure of Alamodes and Luteſtrings, will by this means, never be 
brought roPerfeQtion; becauſe the Company having the ſole Uſe and Exercile of it, will 
hot only ſell their Goods at what Rate they pleaſe, whether they are good or bad; but 
then, even the few Workmen that the Company themſelves Employ, will be reduced to 
another Hardſhip ; which 1s, to,Work at whatſoever Price they pleaſe to ſet upon their 
Labour, ſince they can have ſach Work no where elſe. _ | | 

Eur farther, the ſaid Lutetrins Company can have no juſt Title, or ſo much as Pre- 
tence; to hinder the other Weavers from making theſe ſorts of Silks + for their preten- 
gd Patent being only Granted npon the Account, that it was a New, a their own 
Invention ; and that ſuch Silks had never been made before in E7land, and thets-be- 


which have bad Fourteen or Fifteen Looms at work) it is Evident, that neither their 


Patent. nor the Clauſe complained of, were at firft Founded upon Reaſonable or True 
Suggeſtions. | 


| Therefore, it is moſt Humbly Prayed, that the High Court of Parliamen 
point ſome Place, where the Weavers, who are Independent of the Luteſtri 
ny, may havetheirSilks Marked and Sealed ; and it is Humbly Offered, 


t will Ap- 
ng Compa- 


this fort, it ſhall be Deemed more Proper, to order, that all Pieces of theſe Silks that 


ihall be made in Egland, as well by the Luteftring Company, as Private Weavers, 


{hall be Marked whilſt in the Looms, by ſome Perſon; or Perſons, Nominated 
Parliament for that Purpoſe : Or laſtly, unleſs They ſhall be Pleaſed ro Provide foe 
other Method which may bemote Agrecable to Their Own Wiſdom. = 


re ( ſome oz 


| that the Wea-- 
vers Hall 15 the fitteſt, unleſs, for the more certain keeping out of all french Goods of 


